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DECLARATION OF SEXUAL RIGHTS

1 O The right to education and the right to comprehensive sexuality education
Everyone has the right to education and comprehensive sexuality education. Comprehensive
sexuality education must be age appropriate, scientifically accurate, culturally competent, and
grounded in human rights, gender equality, and a positive approach to sexuality and pleasure.
11 The right to enter, form, and dissolve marriage and other similar types of relationships based on equality
and full and free consent
Everyone has the right to choose whether or not to marry and to enter freely and with full and free
consent into marriage, partnership or other similar relationships. AII persons are entitled to equal rights
entering into, during, and at dissolution of marriage, partnership and other similar relationships, without
discrimination or exclusion of any kind. This right includes equal entitlements to social welfare and other
benefits regardless of the form of such relationships.
12 The right to decide whether to have children, the number and spacing of children, and to have the
information and the means to do so
Everyone has the right to decide whether to have children and the number and spacing of children. To
exercise this right requires access to the conditions that influence and determine health and wellbeing,
including sexual and reproductive health services related to pregnancy, contraception, fertility,
pregnancy termination, and adoption.
13 The right to the freedom of thought, opinion, and expression
Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, opinion, and expression regarding sexuality and has the
right to express their own sexuality through, for example, appearance, communication, and behavior,
with due respect to the rights of others.
14 The right to freedom of association and peaceful assembly
Everyone has the right to peacefully organize, associate, assemble, demonstrate, and advocate
including about sexuality, sexual health, and sexual rights.
15 The right to participation in public and political life
Everyone is entitled to an environment that enables active, free, and meaningful participation in and
contribution to the civil, economic, social, cultural, political, and other aspects of human life at local,
national, regional, and international levels. In particular, all persons are entitled to participate in the
development and implementation of policies that determine their welfare, including their sexuality
and sexual health.
16 The right to access to justice, remedies, and redress
Everyone has the right to access to justice, remedies, and redress for violations of their sexual rights. This
requires effective, adequate, accessible, and appropriate educative, legislative, judicial, and other
measures. Remedies include redress through restitution, compensation, rehabilitation, satisfaction,
and guarantee of non-repetition.

The World Association for Sexual Health (WAS) is a multidisciplinary, world-wide group of scientific societies, NGOs and professionals
in the field of human sexuality which prometes sexual health throughout the lifespan and through the world by developing, promoting
and supporting sexology and sexual rights for all. WAS accomplishes this by advocacy actions, networking, facilitating the exchange of
information, ideas and experiences and advancing scientifically based sexuality research, sexuality education and clinical sexology,
with a trans-disciplinary approach. The WAS Declaration of Sexual Rights was originally proclaimed at the 13th W orld Congress of
Sexology in Valencia, Spain in 1997 and then, in 1999, a revision was approved in Hong Kong by the WAS General Assembly and
then reaffirmed in the WAS Declaration: Sexual Health for the Millenium (2008). This revised Declaration was approved by the
WASAdvisory Council in March, 2014 and ratified by the WAS General Assembly in Singapore in 2015.

